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Circular No 104 of 2026

TO: Deputy Director Generals (DDGs)
Chief Directors
Directors (Head Office)
District Directors
Circuit Managers
Principals of Schools
School Governing Bodies
Parents

SUBJECT: LIMPOPO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PROVINCIAL
GUIDELINES ON LEARNER ADMISSIONS FOR 2027 IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

1. Introduction

1.1.  The above matter bear's reference.

1.2.  Inaccordance with Section 5(7) of the South African Schools Act, (Act No B4
of 1986 as amended), the Head of Department is mandated to determine the
procedures for learner admission applications. These Guidelines are issued to
provide guidance to districts, circuits and schools on the processes and
procedures of administering learner admissions in public schools.

1.3.  The Limpopo Department of Education emphasizes the importance of early
learner enrolment (ELE) in public schools for the upcoming academic vear,
recognizing it as a critical factor in enhancing overall academic performance.

1.4. Early registration and admission facilitate effective plfanning by public
schools, ensuring that leamers receive continuous, equitable, and non-
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discriminatory access to quality education throughout their schooling
Journey.

1.5. This Circular No 104 of 2026 supersedes all previous learner admission
circulars issued by this Department in prior years.

2. PURPOSE OF THE CIRCULAR

2.1.  The purpose of this circular is to provide clear guidance to District Directars,
Circuit Managers, school principals, communities, School Governing Bodies,
School Admission Committees, sister departments and all relevant
stakeholders on the proper administration of learner admissions in public
schools.

2.2. These guidelines are designed to assist school governing bodies in the
development and implementation of school admission policies that promote
equitable access to public schools, in compliance with national legisiation
(South African Schools Act No 84 of 1996 as am ended), provincial and other
applicable legislations and policies.

2.3. The circular aims to ensure that principals and school admission committees
(SAC) adhere to lawful and fair procedures in the administration of learner
admissions.

24.  Furthermore, the Guidelines seek to facilitate the timely commencement of
effective teaching and learning on the first day of the academic year.

2.5. The circular also serves to inform communities, stakeholders, and relevant role
players that learmer admissions for the 2027 academic year in the Limpopo
Province will be conducted through double modes (both online & walk-in
maodes). The online system will be implemented for entrance grades only to
all public ordinary and public special schools in the province.
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3. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

3.1. The following legislative and policy frameworks must be considered by Schoaol
Goveming Bodies when developing school admission policies, and by
principals and admission committees when administering learner admissions in
public schools

3.1.1. The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, (Act No 108 of 1996): Section
29(1)(a) of the Constitution guarantees everyone the right to a basic education,
This right is immediately realisable and places a legal obligation on the State to
ensure that learners have access to education without discrimination. Section
9 of the Constitution further promotes equality and prohibits  unfair
discrimination, which must guide all school admission practices.

3.1.2. South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996, as amended) especially Section
5(1) of the Act provides that a public school must admit learners and serve their
educational requirements without unfair discrimination of any kind. Section
5(5) empowers the School Governing Body to determine the admission policy
of a school, subject to the Constitution, the Act, and applicable provincial
legislation. In addition, Section 5(7) provides that the Head of Department must
determine the process and procedures for the admission of learners in public
schools.

3.1.3. National Education Policy Act (Act No 27 of 1996 as Amended): This Act
provides the framework for the determination of national education palicy by the
Minister of Basic Education. It guides the development and implementation of
national policies that regulate learner admission, governance, and the
management of public schools.

3.1.4. Admission Policy for Ordinary Public Schools (Government Notice No. 2432
of 1998, issued Gazette No.19377 of 1998): This policy provides the national
framework for the development of school admission policies. It sets out the
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procedures and principles that schools must follow to ensure fairness,
transparency, and consistency in learner admissions, while complying with
the South African Schools Act and other applicable legislation.

3.1.5. Children's Act (Act No 38 of 2005, as amended). This Act promofes and
protects the rights and well-being of children. It emphasises that the best
interests of the child are of paramount importance in every matter conceming
the child, including decisions relating to education and school placement.

3.1.6. Child Justice Act (Act No 75 of 2008): This Act establishes a separate criminal
Jjustice system for children who are in conflict with the law. It promotes
rehabilitation and reinfegration into society and emphasises restorative
Jjustice approaches. Schools must ensure that learners who have had contact
with the justice system are not unfairly excluded from education.

3.1.7. Promotion of Administrative Justice Act (Act No 3 of 2000): This Act gives
effect to the constitutional right to lawful, reasenable, and procedurally fair
administrative action. In terms of this Act, any person whose rights have been
adversely affected by an administrative decision, such as refusal of
admission, has the right to be provided with written reasons for that decision.

3.1.8. Promotion of Access to Information Act (Act No 2 of 2000): This Act gives effect
to the constitutional right of access fo information. Public schools are required
to provide access to certain records upon request, including admission
policies and records relating to admission decisions, unless lawful grounds
exist to refuse such access,

3.1.9. Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act (Act No 4 of
2000): This Act promotes equality and prohibits unfair discrimination on
various grounds such as race, gender, disability, religion, and social origin.
Admission policies and practices must comply with this Act and ensure

eguitable access to educalion for all learners.
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3.1.10. Protection of Personal Information Act (Act No 4 of 2013): This Act establishes
minimum standards for the lawful processing and protection of personal
infermation, Schools must ensure that personal information collected during the
admission process is processed lawfully, securely stored, and used only for
legitimate educational purposes such as learmer administration, assessment,
examinations, and the provision of support programmes.

3.1.11. Refugees Act (Act No 130 of 1988): This Act provides for the reception,
protection, and legal recognition of asylum seekers and refugees in South
Africa. It affirms that refugee and asylum-seeking children have the right to
access education and should not be denied admission to public schoals,

3.1.12. Immigration Act (Act No 13 of 2002): This Act regulates the admission and
reésidence of foreign nationals in the Republic. While schools may request
relevant documentation, the absence of such documentation should not
automatically result in the denial of access to basic education, particularly
where it would infringe the conshitutional rights of the child.

3.1.13. Court Judgments and Legal Precedents: Judgments of South African courts
provide authoritative interpretation of legislation and policy relating to learner
admissions. These decisions guide the implementation of admission palicies
and ensure that practices remain consistent with constitutional principles,
statutory provisions, and establishad legal precedent,

3.2. The legislative and policies outlined above must guide School Governing
Bodies in the development of admission policies and assist principals and
admission committees in administering learner admissions. Compliance with
these frameworks ensuras that admission processes are lawful, transparent,
equitable, and aligned with the constitutional right to basic education
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ADMISSION TO PUBLIC ORDINARY SCHOOL

The right of access to basic education and the right to equitable access to
educational institutions are fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution of
the Republic of South Africa, (Act No 108 of 1996 as Amended). These rights
impose a legal obligation on the State to ensure that all children of school-going
age are afforded the opportunity to attend school and benefit from quality basic
education without discrimination,

These constitutional rights are further articulated and operationalised through the
provisions of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1986, as amended),
as well as the Admission Policy for Ordinary Public Schools (Government
Gazette No. 19377 of 1998). These legislative and policy instruments regulate
the procedures and principles governing learmer admissions to public schools
and ensure that admission processes are conducted in a fair, transparent, and
equitable manner.

In terms of Section 3(1) of the South African Schools Act fAct No B4 of 1996, as
Amended) every parent or guardian has a legal obligation to ensure that a
learner of compulsory school-going age for whom they are responsible
attends school. Compulsory school attendance commences from the firsf school
day of the year in which the child turns six (6) years of age and continues until
the leamer reaches the age of fifteen (15) years or completes Grade 9,
whichever occurs first.

Furthermore, Section 3(6) of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of 1996
as Amended) provides that any person who, without just cause, prevents a
leamner who is subject to compulsory school attendance from attending school
commits an offence. Upon conviction, such a person may be liable to a fine or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve (12) months. This provision
underscores the seriousness with which the law safeguards a leamer's right to
education,
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The Provincial Department of Education bears a constitutional and legislative
responsibility to ensure that all learners of compulsery school-going age
have access lo public education. This responsibility requires the Department, in
collaboration with schools and School Governing Bodies, to implement
admission processes thal are equitable, inclusive, transparent, and free from
unfair discrimination, while ensuring that every learner is placed in an
appropriate educational setting.

5. AGE REQUIREMENT FOR LEARNER ADMISSION

5.1.

5.2,

5.3

The admission of learmers to public ordinary schools must comply with the
prescribed age requirements as determined in national education legislation
and policy.

These requirements are intended to ensure that learners are admitted to grades
appropriate to their age, developmental stage, and level of schooling. In terms
of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996, as amended), as well as
the Admission Policy for Ordinary Public Schools (Government Gazette No.
19377 of 1998), minimum admission ages are established to promote orderly

progression within the education system and to support effective teaching and
learning.

Public ordinary schools provide education from Grade R to Grade 12, In
accordance with Section 5(4){a) of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of
1996, as amended), a learner may be admitted to Grade R if he or she is four (4)
years old and turning five (5) on or before 30 June of the year of admission.
Similarly, a learner may be admitted to Grade 1 if he or she is five (5) years old
and turning six (6) on or before 30 June of the admission year.
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Priority for admission must be given to learners who are of compulsory school-
going age. In terms of Section 3 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84
of 1896, as Amended) compulsory school attendance bagins from the first
school day of the year in which the learner turns six (6) years old and continues
until the learner reaches the age of fifteen (15) years or completes Grade 9,
whichever occurs first.

Schools and education authorities must take all reasonable measures to ensure
that learners of compulsory school-going age are provided with access to
placement in public schools. This ebligation must be fulfilled in accordance
with the applicable legislative framework and must promote equitable access to
education for all learners.

Where public schools provide for early childhood education programmes that
admit learners below the compulsory school-going age, such as pre-Grade R
classes, priority should be given to leamers who are five (5) years old on or
before 30 June of the admission year, as well as those whe have reached
compulsory school-going age. This approach ensures alignment with the age
norms prescribed in the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996, as amended, and
supports appropriate progression into formal schooling,

6. SCHOOL BASED ADMISSION POLICY AND APPROVAL

B.1.

In terms of Section 5(5) of the South African Schools Act {Act No 84 of 1996 as
Amended) the School Governing Bedy of a public school is responsible for
determining the admission policy of the school. Such a policy must be
developed in @ manner that is consistent with the Consfitution of the Republic
of South Africa, (Act No 108 of 1996 as Amended), the South African Schools
Act (1996), and other applicable national and provincial legislation and policies
regulating learner admissions.

LIMPOPO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARMER ADMISSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Car 113 Biccard & 24 Excalaior Street, POLOKWANE. 0700, Private Bag X 5485, Polokwane, 0700 InstEutions] Govermence and

Leamser Supps Tel: 015 290 2430 1 015 290 7601




6.2,

6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

Confidential Information - This i for official consumption

The admission policy must further comply with the principles and procedures
outlined in the Admission Policy for Ordinary Public Schools (Government
Gazette No. 19377 of 1998).

The admission policy of an ordinary public school must therefore be aligned with
the constitutional principles of equality, dignity, and the right to basic
education, as well as the provisions of the South African Schools Act {Act No B4
of 1996, as Amended) and other relevant national and provincial legislation and
policy frameworks governing access to education. Schools must ensure that
their admission policies are lawful, fair, transparent, and consistent with
national education policy.

In administering learner admissions, neither the admission policy of the school
nor the implementation thereof by the principal or any departmantal official may
unfairly discriminate against any learner applying for admission. Admission
practices must be guided by the constitutional principles of fairness, equity,
and non-discrimination.

Admission policies developed by School Governing Bodies must be submitted to
the Head of Department of Education, or his or her delegated official, for quality
assurance prior o implementation, The Head of Department or the delegated
authority must ensure that such policies are consisfent with the Constitution of
the Republic of South Africa (1956), the South African Schools Act (Act No 84
of 1996, as Amended) and other relevant national and provincial legislation and
policies governing leamer admissions.

While the School Governing Body is responsible for determining the admission
policy of the school, the responsibility for the administration and
implementation of learner admissions rests with the principal, acting on behalf
of the Head of Department, in ensuring that these quidelines are implemeanted
as they are developed in terms of Section 5(7) of the South African Schools Act
84 of 1996,
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School principals are further required to ensure that learmer records are
properly managed during the admission process. Upon admission of a leamer
transferring from another school, the principal must request the learner's
academic and support records (Learner Profiles) from the previous school,

In cases where leamers are admitted to Grade R or Grade 1 for the first time,
principals must ensure that leamer profiles are created and maintained in
accordance with the requirements of the Screening, Identification,
Assessment and Support (SIAS) Policy, in order to facilitate early
fdentification of learning barriers and the provision of appropriate support.

7. ADMISSION OF LEARNERS TO FULL-SERVICE SCHOOLS

.1

T

7.3,

In terms of Section 12(4) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996,
as amended), the Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Education must,
where reasonably practicable, provide education for learmners with special
education needs (LSEN) at ordinary public schools and provide relevant
educational support services for such leamers. According to section 12(5) the
Member of the Executive Council must take all reasonable measures to ensure
that the physical facilities at public schools are accessible to disabled persons.

Full-service schools therefore play a critical role in promoting inclusive
education by accommodating learmers who experience barriers to learning
within a supporiive mainstream school environment,

Learners admitied to full-service schools must generally follow the standard
admission procedures applicable to ordinary public schools. However, learners
identified through the inclusive education support structures, including those
referred by the relevant Inclusive Education Directorate or Sub-directorate, may
be placed in full-service schools based on the outcomes of the assessment and
support processes undertaken in accordance with applicable deparimental

policies and support framewarks,
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7.4. Schools designated as full-service schools must ensure that leamers with
diverse learning needs are admitted into an enabling, supportive, and non-
discriminatory learning environment.

7.5. In order to promote equitable access and meaningful participation in
education, School Governing Bodies are encouraged fo take reasonable
measures o improve the physical accessibility and suitabilty of school
facilities. This may include undertaking minor infrastructure adjustments or
repairs, where necessary and feasible, to accommodate leamers with learning
barriers, while working collaboratively with the Provincial Department of
Education to ensure that the school environment remains safe, accessible, and
conducive to leaming for all learners.

8. ADMISSION OF LEARNERS TO SPECIAL SCHOOLS

8.1. Leamers who require placement in a public special school must first be
assessed by the relevant structures within the Inclusive Education Directorate
or Sub-directorate of the Provincial Depariment of Education. According to
section 5(6) of SASA, in determining the placement of a learner with special
education needs, the Head of Department and principal must take into account
the rights and wishes of the parents of such a learner,

8.2. Such assessments are conducted to determine the nature and level of the
leamer's support needs and to ensure that placement in a special school is
appropriate and in the best interests of the leamer, in accordance with the
provisions of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996, as Amended).

B.3. The identification and placement of leamers in special schools or full-
service schools must be conducted in accordance with the procedures
prescrived in the Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support {SIAS)
Policy. This process ensures that learners who experience barriers to learning
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are properly screened, assessed, and provided with the appropriate level of
support within the education system.

8.4, The Inclusive Education Directorate or Sub-directorate, in collaboration with the
Institutional Governance Directorate of the Provincial Department of Education,
must facilitate the placement of learners who are residing in care centres,
child and youth care centres, or other alternative care facilities into appropriate
public special schools.

8.5. Such placements must be undertaken in compliance with the relevant provisions
of the Children's Act (Act No 38 of 2005, as Amended) as well as the South
African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996, as Amended) to ensure that these
learners are afforded their constitutional right to access basic education.

8.6. Admission criteria applicable to ordinary public schools, including provisions
relating to feeder zones or other general admission requirements, shall not
apply to special schools where such criteria may limit or hinder the placement
of learners with identified special education needs.

8.7. The placement of learners in special schools must therefore be guided primarily
by the outcomes of the assessment process conducted in terms of the
Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS) Policy, and the
principles of inclusive education as articulated in the Education White Paper
6 on Special Needs Education {2001).

9. ADMISSION TO FOCUS SCHOOLS

9.1. Focus schools refer to schools focusing on a specific curriculum intending
to address challenges affecting the country, for example Technical,
Commercial and Agricultural Schools.
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Focus schools are instructed to prioritize the admission of leamers who
reside in close proximity to the school. Thereafter, preference should be given
to learners residing within the boundaries of the Limpopo Province.

Learnars from outside the province may only be considered once all eligible
learmers from within the immediate vicinity and the Limpopo Province have
been admitted and placed.

Placement assessments at a focus school may only be administered after
a learmer has been admitted, Such assessments must be used solely o
determine the most appropriate course or pregramme for the leamer and

may not be used as a criterion for admission.

District Directors and Circuit Managers are responsible for ensuring full
compliance with the guidelines in this circular.

10. LEARNER ADMISSION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITH HOSTELS

10.1.

10.2.

10.3.

Learner admissions to public schools with hostel facilities shall be
administered in accordance with Section 5 of the South African Schools Act
(Act No 84 of 1996, as amended), which regulates the admission of learners
to public schools, together with the admission criteria outlined in this circular

In terms of Section 5({1) of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of 1996,
as Amended) a public school must admit learners and serve their educational
requirements withouwt unfair discrimination and in accordance with the
Conslitution of the Republic of South Africa.

Public schools with hostel facilities may therefore admit learmers who reside
outside the geographical area in which the school is located, including leamers
applying to a school of choice or based on the work address of the parent or
guardian,

LIMPOPD DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADMISSIONS iN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Cnr 113 Blccard & 24 Excelsior Street, FOLOKWANE. 0700, Privabe Bag X 8488, Pololowane, 0700 Institulicnal Govermance and

g LSBT SURpct Ge

ort Bub-dinectoeate Tal; 015 390 9430 1 015 250 T601
arn ATF e Paralanmant & A Baiif Paonle

]

F'aga13 of 58 E : =G INITIAL:



Confidential information - This is for official consumption

10.4. In accordance with Section 5(5) of the South African Schools Act [Act No B4
of 1896, as Amended) which allows the governing body to determine the
admission policy of a public school subject to the Act and applicable provincial
laws and policies. The public schools with hostel facilities must ensure that
their admission praclices promote equitable access to education.

10.5. Schools should therefore prioritise vulnerable learners, including orphans,
learners in foster care, and those living in unsafe or unstable home
environments where hostel accommodation may support their continued
schooling.

10.6. Subject to the availability of space at both the school and the hostel, leamers
seeking admission may also be considered where they have siblings currently
enrolled at the same school, as part of reasonable admission criteria applied
by the school governing body in line with Section 5(5) of the South African
Schools Act 84 of 1996

10.7. To promote fair and orderly placement of learners, public schools with hostel
facilities must prioritise learners residing in close proximity to the school,
Thereafter, preference should be given to learners residing within the
boundaries of Limpopo Province,

10.8. Learners from outside the province may only be considered once all eligible
learners from the immediate locality and Limpopo Province have been
accommodated, subject to the availability of space and consistent with
Section 5 of the South African Schools Act (1996).

10.9. In terms of Section 5(9) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 19986,
as Amended) the Head of Department may intervene where a learner has
been refused admission, or where the admission policy of the school or its
implementation unfairly prevents a learner from accessing education.

LIMPOPO DEPARTMENT OF EOUCATION IRECTIVES FOR 1027 LEARNER ADMISSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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10.10. All publie schools with hostel facilities must cooperate with the Department
ensure that no learner jg unfairly denied access g education.
1. ADMISSION OF LEARNERS TO FEE-PAYING SCHOOLS

11.1. Interms of Section 39 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1995 as
Amended), the governing body of a public schon may determine and charge
school fees, except in the case of No-Fee schaols (Quintiles 1, 2 and 3).
However, the inability of a parent 1o Pay school fees may not be used as 3
reason to refuse admission tg a learner,

11.2. In accordance with Section 40 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of
1996 as Amended), parents are responsible for the payment of school fees
unless they qualify for e@xemption. Schools must therefore inform parents of
their right to apply for full or partial exemption from the payment of schoal
fees and make the necessary application forms available.

11.3. Parents applying for exemption must provide sufficient information o
demonstrate their inability to pay school fees. The Schagl Governing Body
must consider such applications and determine eligibility for full or partial
exemption in accordance with the criteria prescribed under the Act (Act No 84
of 1996 as Amended),

11.4. Where parents are found Hable for the Payment of school fees and fail to meet
their obligations, the schoal may take legal steps to recover the outstanding
fees, as provided for in Section 41 of the South African Schools Act (Act No
84 of 1996 as Amended).

11.5. In terms of Section 5(3) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996
as Amended), a learmner may not be refused admission 1o a public school on
the grounds that the parent is unable to pay school fees. Schools must therefore
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ensure that admission decisions are not influenced by the financial
circumstances of the parent or guardian.

11.6. The provisions contained in paragraphs 11.1 to 11.5 are intended to guide
education officials, including School Principals, Circuit Managers, and
District Directors, in ensuring that public schools remain accessible to all
learners regardless of their socio-economic background. In line with the
principles of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended),
schools must ensure that no learmer is unfairly denied admission on the basis
of a parent's financial circumstances,

12. ADMISSION OF UNDERAGE LEARNERS

12.1. The admission of underage leamers to public schools must comply with the

age requirements prescribed under Section 5(4) of the South African Schools
Act 84 of 1996 and applicable provincial admission policies,

12.2. An underage learner may only be considered for admission where the parent
or guardian submits a report from a suitably qualified professional, such as a
registered educational psychologist, confirming the exceptional

circumstances that justify early admission

12.3. The admission of an underage learner must be approved in writing by the
Circuit Manager. Public schools may not admit an underage learner without
such approval and the required professional report.

12.4. The professional report and the written approval of the Circuit Manager must
be keptin the learner's record (Learner Profile) until the learner completes basic
education (Grade R to Grade 12). The information must thereafter be managed
or disposed of in accordance with the requirements of the Protection of
Personal Information Act 4 of 2013,

LIMPOPD DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2037 LEARNER ADMESSIONS IM PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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13. ADMISSION OR PLACEMENT OF OVER-AGE LEARNERS

13.1.

13.2.

13.3

13.4.

13.5.

13.6.

The placement of over-age leamers in public schools must comply with
Section 5 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended)
and must promote the best educational interests of the learer,

Where a learmer exceeds the prescribed age for a grade, the school should,
where reasonably practicable, place the learner in a fast-track programme or

with learners of a similar age to support age-appropriate learning and
progression.

Placement must follow the two-year age-grade norm, Learners can be placed
in a grade if they are no more than two years older than the normal age for that
grade. Learners who are more than two years over-age should be referred to
suitable support programmes or alternative pathways, such as Adult Education
and Training (AET) centres, to help them centinue their education successiully,

An over-age leamer already enrolled at a public or registered independent
school who must relocate due to circumstances beyond their control must be
admitted, regardless of age, to ensure continuity of schooling.

Learners who have never attended school or fall oulside the compulsory school-
going age must be advised to enrol at an AET centre, in line with Section 3 of
the South African Schoals Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended).

Applications from leamers who have been out of school for three (03) years or
more must be considered by the District Director or delegated official. Decisions
must take into account the reasons for interruption and be fair and
reasonable. Where approval is granted, placement should be in a fast-track
programme to enable accelerated progression.

LIMPORO DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADMISSI0NS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Gnr 113 Biccard & 24 Excelsior Strool, POLOKWANE. 0700, Private Bag X 5458, Pololowane, 0700 Instiutional Governance and
mlr S ppe Eub-dmml 'I'-H:Hi Hiﬂi.’:ﬂli




Confidential information - This ks for official consumptien

13.7. Fast-track programmes must be developed by the school, with support from
the District Curriculum Sub-Directorate, and submitted to the Circuit Office
for monitonng and oversight.

13.8. Schools may not eslablish their own age requirements. Admission decisions
must comply with SASA age requirements, provincial policy, and the DBE two-
year age-grade norm.

14. CRITERIA FOR LEARNER ADMISSION

14.1. Interms of section 5 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as
Amended), admission to a public school must be conducted in a fair,
transparent and non-discriminatory manner. When considering applications,
the following criteria must be applied in the order listed below:

a. First Criteria: Proximity to the school: Priority must be given to learners
who reside within the geographical area served by the schoal, including
the surrounding suburb, township, or village.

b. Second Criteria: Sibling preference: Learners whose siblings are
already enrolled at the school must be given prionty consideration.

¢. Third Criteria: Progression within the same area: Consideration must
be given to learners attending schools within the same locality (feeder
schoaol), particularly learners progressing from Grade 7 to Grade 8.

d. Fourth Criteria: Parent or guardian employment and school
preference: Learners whose parents or legal guardians work within the
school's catchment area (work address), or

LIRPOPD DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADMISZIONS W PLABLIC SCHOOLS
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e. Fifth Criteria: Parent or guardian who have selected the school as their
preferred choice (school of choice), may be considered where space

is available

14.2. The admission of leamers must be determined strictly in accordance with the
criteria set out above and must comply with the principles of fairness and
equity as reguired by section 5 of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4
of 1996 as Amended).

14.3. The Principal and the Admissions Committee must apply the criteria
sequentially and ensure that each category is exhausted before proceeding to
the next category.

14.4, In accordance with section 5(1) and section 6(2) of the South African Schools
Act (Act No B4 of 1996 as Amended), a learmer may not be refused admission
to a public school on the basis of the Language of Learning and Teaching.

14.5. Within each category listed in paragraph 14.1 (a—e), applications must be
processed in accordance with the principle of "first-come, firsi-served.”

15. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION
15.1. FIRST-TIME ADMISSION

When a learmer is admitted to school for the first time or is transferring to another
school, the parent or guardian must obtain and complete the prescribed admission
forms from a public school. The application for admission for the first time to a new
school will be done in one of the two modes; online admission system for Entrance
Grades (Gr R, 1 & 8) and Manual or walk-ins at schools for Internal Grades (Gr
2,34,56,7, 9, 10, 11 & 12). In accordance with section 5 of the South African
Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended) and this Guidelines, parents may
apply to a school that is:
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i. Located nearest to their place of residence (residential address).

ii. Attended by the learner s sibling(s)

iii. Situated within the are where the learner is currently attending school
(feader school)

iv. Situated near the parents or guardian's place of work (work address); or

v, The parent's school of choice.

15.2. Required Documentation

{a) When applying for admission, the parent or guardian must submit the following
documents:

i. & learner's Birth Certificate, or any other acceptable proof of the leamer's
date of birth as provided for in the applicable admission policy, must
accompany the application. Where a birth certificate is not available, the
parent or guardian must complete an affidavit confirming the learner's date
of birth, as provided in Circular No 104 of 2026. The affidavit must be certified
at the South African Police Service before submission.

ii. The leamer's Immunisation card (where applicable);

iii. A transfer card from the previous school, or an affidavit explaining the
absence of such a document; and

. The leamer's most recent school report.

(b) Where the parent or learmner is not a South African citizen, the following

additional documents may be required:
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i. Avalid study permit or work permit.

ii. A temporary or permanent residence permit issued by the Department of
Home Affairs; or

iii. Proof that an application to remain in the Republic of South Africa has been
submitted to the Department of Home Affairs (DHA).

In terms of section 5(1A) of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of 1996
as Amended), a learner may not be refused admission to a public school on
the basis that the required documents are not immediately available,

The principal must admit the learner and assist the parent or guardian to obtain
the outstanding decumentation within a reasonable period, as provided in Sect.
5(1B) of SASA (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended).

PROHIBITED PRACTICES DURING LEARNER ADMISSION

In terms of the South African Schools Act B4 of 1996 and the Constitution of the
Republic of South Africa, public schools may not engage in any form of unfair
discrimination during learmner admission. All learners have the right fo equal
access to basic education, and any practice that humiliates, excludes, or
unfairly treals a learner is prohibited,

The principal and the School Governing Body must ensure that all admission

processes comply with the law and that none of the following prohibited
practices occur,
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A. Payment of Fees

{a) In terms of Section 5(3) of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1596, a
learner may not be refused admission o a public school because a parent
cannot pay or has not paid school fees.

{B) A school may not require payment of registration or admission fees, nor may
it compel a parent to sign an agreement to pay school fees as a condition for
admission.

{c) Section 39(5) of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996 further prohibits
public schools from charging registration, administration, or any other fees
during the admission application process, School fees may only be charged
after the learner has been formally admitted.

B. Subscription to Mission

(@) In terms of Section 5(3)(a) of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996, a
learner may not be refused admission because a parent or guardian does
not subscribe to the religious, cultural, or educational mission of the school,

C. Testing or Interviews of Learners

(a) Section 5(2) of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996 prohibils public
schools from administering tests or interviews as part of the admission
pProcess.

(b} The Scheol Governing Body may notinstruct or authorise the principal or any
other person to conduct tests or interviews to determine whether a leamer
should be admitted.
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(e} Schools must therefore not use interviews, assessments, or any screening
methods to select learners before admission.

D. Refusal to Admit Undocumented Learners

(a) The Constitution guarantees every child in South Africa the right to basic
education, regardiess of whether the learner has documentation such as a
birth certificate, passport, identity document, asylum permit, or study visa,

(b) Section S{(1A) of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of 1996 as
Amended) requires schoals to admit a learner even if the parent or guardian
has not yet submitted the required documentation.

(c) Where a birth certificate is not available the parent must provide a written
affirmation or sworn affidavit confirming the leamar's age.

(d) If such an affidavit is submitted, the learner must still be admitted while the
parent arranges to obtain the official documentation.

(e} The principal must inform the parent that providing false information abeut
a learner's age constitutes an offence in terms of Section 31 of the Births
and Deaths Registration Act (Act No 51 of 1992 as Amended),

() The principal must assist the parent by referring them to the nearest office of
the Department of Home Affairs (South Africa) to obtain the required
documentation, in accordance with the guidance provided in Circular No 1 04
of 2026, which outlines the advisory support to be given to parents of
undocumented learners and the procedure for making such referrals,
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E. Academic, Sport and Cultural Achievement

(a) Schools may not use a learner's academic performance as a criterion for
admission,

(b) Similarly, achievemenits in sport or cultural activities, including provincial
or nalional participation, may not be usad as a basis for admitting or rejecting
@ learner.

F. Pre-School Experience

(&) A learmer may not be denied admission to Grade R or Grade 1 because he
or she did not attend pre-schoal,

() Admission to these grades must be based only on the official age
requirements provided in South African Schoals Act (Act No B4 of 1996 as
Amended), this circular and applicable education policies.

G. Collection and Submission of Admission Forms
{a) No public school may prevent a parent from collecting or submitting an
admission application form because of the Language of Leaming and

Teaching (LoLT) used at the school,

(b} Principals and administrative staff must not discourage parents from applying
for admission on the basis of the school's language policy.

(c) All sehools must follow the uniform procedures for the distribution and
submission of admission forms as outlined in this circular,
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H. Unauthorised Opening of Admission Process

a) The learner admission Process for the 2027 academic year will
commence as follows:

* Manual or walk ins for Internal Grades 21 July to 14 August 2026

* Online Admission system for Entrance Grades 27 to 31 August 2026

(b} Any public schoal that has opened the admission process without such
autherisation must immediately discontinue and reverse the process.

l. The Use of On-Line Learner Admission System

(@) The Limpopo Department of Education has directed that the public schoals
in Limpopo will use two modes of admissions (both online system &
manual or walk-ins). All public ordinary and special schools will utilise
enline leamer admission System for entrance grades (Grades R, 1 & 8)
ONLY and for other internal grades a manual mode (or walk in mode) will
be utilised.

17. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE FOR ADMISSION
17.1. COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FORMS

17.1.1. The learner admission process must be administerad in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Provincial Learner Admission Management Plan
for the 2027 academic year, and in compliance with the South African
Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended),

17.1.2. Parents or guardians of leamers for entrance grades (R, 1 & 8) must utilise
online system to send their application for processing. Whereas the parenis
or guardians of leamers for internal grades (2-7 & 9-12) must coliect learner

LIMPOPO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADMISSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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admission application forms directly from public schools according to the
schedule determined in the Provincial Learner Admission Management
Plan for 2027 Academic Year.

17.1.3. All application forms and attachment documents for entrance grades will be
submitted through online system. Whereas the completed application forms
for internal grades must be returned to schools manually (viz. through walk-
ins).

17.1.4. N.B. Those who are not able to submit electronically for entrance grades
must seek assistance from gither the nearest schools or circuit offices
(viz. Walk-in call centres),

17.1.5. Applications submitted e!eu:rmm‘-:aﬂy or manually through the school or
Circuit eall centres must be categorised according to the five (05) approved
admission criteria contained in these guidelines,

17.1.6. The official timeframes for the distribution and submission of application
forms for internal grades are contained in the Provincial Learner
Admission Management Plan for the 2027 academic year, and all schools
and parents must comply with these preseribed dates,

17.1.7. Parents or guardians must ensure that all required supporting documents
accompany the application at the time of submission. Incom plete applications
may delay the Processing and placement of the leamer,

17.1.8. The Circuit Manager must ensure that each complain form for internal
grades received js Properly recorded and allocated a complain submission
number for administrative and tracking purposes. The Issuing of this number
does not constitute confirmation of admission instead it confirms receipt of
compiain thereof.
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17.1.10. Complainants for internal grades must personally complete their details in
the Complain Submission Register at the Circuit Office. Where a complainant
is unable to write, assistance may be provided by a designated official.

17.1.11. Complainant submission numbers for internal grades must be issued strictly
in the order of the date and time of submission to ensure fairness and
transparency in the admission process,

17.1.12.To promote orderly administration and prevent overcrowding, the collection
of regret letter (refusal outcome) and completion of complain forms for
internal grades from schools and submission to Circuit Offices must follow
scheduled timeframes based on the grade applied for, as determined in the
Provincial Learner Admission Management Plan for 2027 Academic Year
(AY).

17.1.13. Principals and parents are required to adhere strictly to the Provincial
Guidelines contained in this Circular and the Provincial Learner Admission
Management Plan for 2027 (AY) to ensure a fair, transparent, and orderly
admission process.

17.1.14. Applications for internal grades may be submitted on the same day thal the
forms are collected, provided that the required supporting documentation
accompanies the application.

17.1.15. Applications submitted after the official closing date may still be received;
however, such applications may not be prioritised during the placement
process.
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17.2. DESIGNATED AREA SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FORMS

17.2.12. Schools must direct parents or guardians to submit admission application
forms for internal grades at the designated area determined by the school.
The identification of the designated area is the responsibility of the school
principal.

17.2.13.The Circuit Office must determine and communicate a desfignated area within
the circuit for the submission of parents complain forms. This arrangement
is intended to ensure the orderly administration of admissions and to
prevent disruption of circuit operations.

17.2.14. The designated submission area must support efficient administration of
the admission process and ensure that other circuit operations are not
disrupted.

17.2.15.Only officials authorised by the Circuit Office may receive, record, and
process admission complain forms.

17.2.16. After receiving the complaint forms, the Circuit Office must record them in a
submission register and distribute the applications 1o the relevant schools.
A copy of the submission register must accompany the applications, while
the original register must be retained at the Circuit Office for record-keeping
and monitoring purposes

17.2.17. Upon receipt of the applications from circuit, the school principal or the
admission committee must verify the information submitted by the applicant.
Where false or misleading information is identified, including falsified proof
of residence, parenthood, or guardianship, the application may be
disqualified in accordance with the applicable admission policies and the
South African Schools Act (Act No B4 of 1996 as Amended).
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17.2.18. All circuit placement lists must ultimately be submitted to the relevant school

17.3.

for recording and processing including verifying the residential address and
report card for placement in the comect grade.

MAIN APPLICATION STEPS FOR LEARNER ADMISSION

(@)

{b)

Parents or guardians must apply for admission for entrance grades using
online system at the public school or Circuit Walk-In centre at the circuit
office closest to their place of residence within the period prescribed in the
Provincial Management Plan on Learner Admissions for 2027.

The parents or guardian must apply for admission for internal grades using
manual or Circuit walk-ins mode at the public school nearest to their place
of residence.

fc) The completed application form must be submitted together with all required

(d)

(e)

supporting documents in both admission modes of learner admissions
fenline system & manual or walk-ins' mode).

Upon submission of the application form electronically the parents or
guardians will receive the messages of receipt in their cell phones. This
means that the applicant will receive an Application Submission Number
for reference purposes. The syslem will process the application and place
the learner at the school selected by the parent which match one of the five

criteria.

In terms of Section 3(3) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996
as Amended), the Head of Department is respensible for ensuring that every
learner of compulsory school-going age has access to education and is
placed in a public school were reasonably practicable.

LIMPORO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADKESSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHCOLS

Car 113 Biccard & 24 Exceluiar Streat, POLOKWANE. 0700, Private Bag X S489, Palokwane, 0700 Institetional Govermnance and

TEa

015 290 2430

v Rio I

Leamar Support Sub-direciorate Tel: 1015 250 Tée
artiarnd af Sotiarn Al For B s T



Confidential information - This is for efficial consumpkion

(i According to section 5(8) of the Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), if an
application in terms of subsection (7) is refused, the Head of Department
must inform the parent in writing of such refusal and the reason, therefore.
In case of those who utilize online learmer admission system, the outcome
of the application will be sent to the applicant gadget through a netfification
in the form of an SMS message.

(g} Inorder to facilitate the effective administration of the admission process,
the Head of Department hereby delegates school principals to
communicate the outcome of learner admission applications to parents or
guardians for leamer in internal grades within the timeframes prescribed in
the Provincial Management Plan on Learner Admission for the 2027
academic year.

{(h) In terms of section 5(9) of the Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), any
learner or parent of a learner who has been refused admission to a public
school may appeal against the decision to the Member of the Executive
Council (MEC) within 14 days of receiving the notification of the refusal of
admission o the public school.

(il Where a parent or applicant for entrance grades is dissatisfied with the
admission results, the online system provides option for lodging an appeal
with both district and head Office within fourteen (14) days of receipt of the
admission outcome. The department through the district or circuit will
consider and decide on the matter (appeal) and inform the learner or
parent of the learner of the outcome of the appeal within fourteen days (14)
of receipt Whereas, if the parents of learners for infernal grades are
dissatisfied with the admission outcome, a formal complaint may be
lodged with the relevant Circuit Office. The Circuit office will consider and
decide on the matter (appeal) and inform the learner or parent of the leamer
of the outcome of the appeal, therefore.
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() According to section 5(11) of the above Act, if the governing body is not
satisfied with the decision of the Head of Depariment as contemplated in
subsection (5)(b), the governing body may appeal against the decision to the
Member of the Executive Council within fourteen (14) after receiving the
decision of the Head of Depariment.

(k) Depending on the velume of applications received, some applicants for
internal grades may receive feedback earlier than the official notification.

17.4. RE-REGISTRATION OF CURRENT LEARNERS

17.4.1. Schools may require parents or guardians of learners already enrolled to
complete a re-registration form confirming whether the learner will returm to the
school in the following academic year. This process assists the school to plan
effectively for the placement of learners and the admission of new applicants.

17.4.2. The re-registration form must also allow parents or guardians to indicate if the
tearner will not return to the school in the following year, so that the school can
update enrolment records and determine the availability of spaces.

17.4.3.The re-registration process is purely administrative and must not be used to
refuse continued enrolment, exclude a learmer, or compel a parent or
guardian to remove a leamer from the school.

17.4.4.In accordance with section 3 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of
1996 as Amended), which guarantees every learmner the right te basic
education, a school may not deny a learner continued attendance based on
academic performance, behavioural chalienges, or disciplinary concerns.

17.4.5. Where a leamer displays poor academic performance or behavioural
difficulties, the school must address such matters through appropriate
support, counselling, or disciplinary processes as provided for in sections

LIMPOPO DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARMER ADMESSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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8 and 9 of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996, and not through the re-
registration process,

All schools are encouraged to develop a standard re-registration form to be
tompleted annually by parents or guardians of al| currently enrolled learnars
in order to maintain accurate enrolment records.
Re-registration forms must be issued and returned within the timelines
prescribed in the Provincial Learner Admission Management Plan for the
relevant academic year.

Information collected through the re-registration process must be recorded
and managed in accordance with applicable education legislation and

17.5. ADMISSION INTO GRADE 12 AND GRADE 12 REPEATERS

17.5.3.

17.5.4,

In terms of section 5{1) of the South Alfrican Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1595
as Amended), a public school must admit and provide education to leamers
and must serve their educational requirements for the duration of their
sthool attendance withayt unfairly discriminating in any way. This means that
every learner has the right to admission to a public school without unfair
discrimination. Accordingly, learners who meet the promotion requirements for
Grade 11 must be granted access to Grade 12 irrespective of the school at
which the learner previously studied.

Leamners who do not meet the minimum promotion requirements for the
Mational Senjor Certificate (NSC) may be permitted to repeat Grade 12 in
accordance with national assessment and promotion policies issued by the
Department of Basic Education.




17.5.5.

17.5.6.

17.5.7.

17.5.8.

17.5.9.
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A learner may repeat Grade 12 a maximum of two additional times,
meaning that a learner may be enrolled in Grade 12 on no more than three
occasions in total, subject to the applicable promotion and assessment
policies.

Public secondary schools may not refuse admission 1o a learner who has
successfully completed Grade 11 at another public or independent school
and who satisfies the requirements for admission into Grade 12. Any praclice
of placing such learners back into Grade 11 or refusing their admission
solely because they previously attended another school constitutes unfair
discrimination and is inconsistent with section 5 of the Act (SASA) and the
Country's Constitution (Act No 108 of 1996 as Amended).

Learners who intend to repeat Grade 12 must request and complete a Grade
12 re-registration form to formally indicate their intention to repeat the
grade. The responsibility to request and complete the form rests with the
learner's parent(s).

Mo leamner may be re-registered as a Grade 12 repeater without completing
the prescribed re-registration farm. Schocls must ensure that the form is made
available upon request and that the process is administered in a fair and
transparent manner,

The re-registration process is an administrative requirement to record the
learner's intention to repeat Grade 12 and must not be used as a mechanism
to enforce discipline, exclude learners, or limit access to education.

17.5.10. Schools must provide appropriate academic guidance and

LI

counselling to learners who intend to repeat Grade 12 in order to support their
preparation for the Mational Senior Certificate and to promote successful
complation of the grade.
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17.5.11. Any failure by school management, School Governing Bodies, or

departmental officials to implement the provisions of this circular, or any action
that unlawfully restricts admission to Grade 12, will constitute misconduct
and may result in disciplinary action in terms of the applicable education
legislation and public service regulations.

17.6. ADMISSION AND MANAGEMENT OF LEARNERS FROM SECURE CARE

17.6.3.

17.6.4.

17.6.5.

17.6.8.

17.6.7.

CENTRES AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

Learners placed in Secure care cenlers or correctional facilities have a
constitutional right to access basic education. The Department of Basic
Education bears the responsibility for ensuring that this right is upheld.

Some leamners may not be eligible for removal from Secure care centers or
correctional centers due to the nature of the offence committed and the
conditions set by a court of law, In such cases, the learners must be linked
to the nearest public school for the purpose of completing formal academic
assessments,

The formail academic tasks referred to above must be administered,
marked, and recorded by the school with which the learner js officially
linked

The principal of the school identified for such linkage is required to cooperate
fully with officials from the secure care or correctional facility to facilitate
the educational Pregramme of the learmer.

The learners eligible for the services described herein are those of
compulsory school-going age, as well as those who were enrolled in public
schools prior to their placement in d secure Care Centre or correctional

facility,
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17.6.8. The age limit for leamers who may remain in secure care or correctional
centers while continuing their education under this arra ngement is twenty-one
(21) years.

17.6.9. District Directors and Circuit Managers are responsible for ensuring that
learners in secure environments are adequately supported and provided with
access lo quality education.

17.6.10. In cases where learners are placed in a new location due 1o
circumstances beyond their control and were unable to complete the formal
assessment tasks for a particular term, the receiving school shall evaluate
the leamner based on the formal tasks they were able to complete prior to
relocation.

17.6.11. The above-mentioned paragraph is intended to safeguard the rights of
children, as enshrined in Section 29 (1) of the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa, which affirms every child's right to education and prolection in
all circumstances.

17.7. DISCLOSURE AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION

17.7.3. In accordance with section 5 of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1986,
every public school must ensure that parents and applicants are provided with
clear information regarding the admission process and the requirements far
learner enrolment.

17.7.4. Schools must make available to parents or guardians the school's admission
policy, the learner code of conduct, and the procedure for applying for
exemption from the payment of school fees, where such fees are charged.

17.7.5. The procedure for exemption from school fees must be communicated to
parents in accordance with seetions 39 fo 41 of the South African Schools
Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), which regulate the determination of

Car 113 Biccard & 24 Excelsior Stroal, POLOKWANE. 0700, Private Bag X 3489, Palakwane, 0700 Institutional Gewernance and
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school fees and the right of parents to apply for full, partial, or conditional
exemption.

School Governing Bodies must ensure that all policies and information
provided to parents are consistent with the provisions of the South African
Schools Act, National Palicy on Learner Admission, the applicable Provincial
Guidelines on Learner Admissions, and any other relevant legislation
regulating public schools.

In terms of section 20(1){d) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of
1996 as Amended), the School Governing Body is responsible for adopting
and implementing of paolicies that promote the best interests of the school
and ensure proper governance,

The disclosure of this information promaotes transparency and accountability
and enables parents or guardians to make informed decisions regarding the
admission and enrolment of their children.

17.8. ADVOCACY FOR LEARNER REGISTRATION

17.8.3.

17.8.4,

17.8.5.

Public schools must conduct advocacy and awareness campaigns to
encourage parents and guardians to register learners for the forthcoming
academic year.

These campaigns must inform communities about the learner admission
process, application timelines, and the documentation reguired for
admission.

The initiatives must promote the right of every learner to basic education as
provided for in section 28(1){a) of the Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 1998

LIMPOPO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADMISSIONS IN PUBLIC S5CHOOLS
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Schools must further support the implementation of section 3(1) of the South
African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), which requires parents
to ensure that learners of compulsory school-going age attend school,

17.9. UNSUCCESSFUL LEARNER ADMISSION APPLICATIONS

17.9.3.

17.9.4,

17.9.5.

17.9.6.

17.9.7.

Every public school must maintain a complete and accurate record of all
learner admission applications, clearly indicating both successful and
unsuccessful applicants.

In terms of Section 5(8) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996
as Amended), parents or guardians must be informed in writing when an
application for admission is unsuccessful. The written communication for
internal grades application and notification of a message from online system
for entrance grades must clearly state the reasons for the decision,

Learners whose applications are unsuccessful must be placed on a waiting
list and the list must be submitted to the Circuit Office. The waiting list must
be compiled in accordance with the approved admission criteria contained in
these directives and the school's admission policy.

Schools must capture and maintain electronic records of all admitted
learners as well as those placed on the waiting list. The waiting list must
reflect the grade applied for, the applicable admission criterion, and the date
on which the application was submitted.

The admission list and the waiting list for internal grades must be
electronically submitted to the relevant Circuit Office for menitoring and
learner placement purposes.
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17.9.8. Upon receipt of the waiting list for internal grades, the Circuit Manager must
consider the applications in accordance with the approved admission criteria
and prioritise learners who meet the highest-ranking criteria,

17.8.9. In line with Section 3(3) of the South African Schools Act (Act Mo B4 of 1996
as Amended), the Head of Department, through the Circuit Manager, must
facilitate the placement of learners who could not be admitted at their school
of first choice.

17.9.10. The Circuit Manager mus! ensure that learners for internal grades on
the waiting list are placed at a public school without delay to give effect to
compulsory school altendance,

17.9.11. School principals, acting under the authority of the Head of Department,
must notify parents or guardians of learners for internal grades of the
outcome of admission applications within the timeframes prescribed in the
Provincial Learner Admission Management Plan for 2027 Academic year.

17.9.12. In terms of Section 5{9) of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1986
as Amended), a parent or guardian who is dissatisfied with the admission
decision of a school may lodge an appeal with the Member of the Executive
Council (MEC) responsible for Education.

17.9.13. Where a parent or guardian of leamers for internal grades declines an
admission or placement offer, either the school or Circuit Office must be
informed immediately so that the available space can be allocated to
another learner on the waiting list.

17.10. PLACEMENT OF LEARNERS
17.10.3. In terms of section 3({3) of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1596, the

Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Education and the Head of
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Department must ensure that every leamer of compulsory school-going
age is placed at a public school.

17.10.4. The Department must take reasonable measures to ensure that learners
are placed in public schoals where capacity exists so that the right to basic
education, as guaranteed in section 29(1)(a) of the Constitution of the
Republic of South Africa, 1996, is realised.

17.10.5. Where a schoal cannot admit a learmer in internal grade due to capacity
limitations, the principal must submit a record of unplaced learners to the
relevant Circuit Office together with the school's admission register and
Supporting documentation, in accordance with Provincial Guidelines on
Leamer Admission for 2027 Academic Year,

17.10.6. Upon receipt of the list, the Circuit Manager must facilitate placement of the
learners in internal grades at appropriate public schools within the circuit,
taking into account admission criteria and available ca pacity.

17.10.7. Where placement cannot be secured within the circuit within a reasonable
period, the matter must be escalated to the District Director, who must take
appropriate steps to place the learners within the distriet

17.10.8. If placement cannot be secured at district level, the Head of Department,
through the Institutional Governance Directorate, must intervene to
facilitate placement in accordance with the provisions of the South African
Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended) and relevant provincial policies.

17.10.9. The Provincial Office must monitor the implementation of leamer
placement processes and provide guidance and Support to districts to
ensure compliance with legisiative and policy requirements,
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17.10,10. Where reasonably practicable, learmers must be placed at schools
located as close as possible to their place of residence, taking into account
school capacity, accessibility and learner safety.

171011, Leamers whose applications were unsuccessful at their schools of first
choice must be placed in alternative public schools in accordance with the
Provincial Learner Admission Management Plan and within the prescribed
admission timelines

17.11. LEARNER PLACEMENT DURING THE ACADEMIC YEAR
A. Placement of Learners by the Department

17.8.1. The Limpopo Department of Education may place learners in public schools
during the academic year where such placement is necessary o ensure
continued access to education.

17.8.2. In accordance with the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as
Amended), public schools must cooperafe with the Department in facilitating
lawiful placement of learners wha require immediate access to schoaoling.

17.9.3. Such placements fray occur where a leamer relocates, where educational
continuity is disrupted, or where intervention is required to safeguard the
learner's welfare.

B. Circumstances Requiring Placement During the Academic Year

17.9.4. Placement during the academic year may arise under circumstances
including, but not limited fo, the foliowing:

(a) Relocation of the learner's parent or guardian to another geographical
area,
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(b) Intervention by relevant authoriies where the leamer's home
environment is unstable or not conducive to leaming.

(c) Disciplinary or behavioural interventions implemented in accordance
with applicable legislation and departmental procedures.

(d) Protection of a learner exposed to neglect, physical abuse, emaotional
abuse or sexual abuse, as contemplated in the Children's Act 38 of 2005;

(e} Placement of a learner admitted to a Child and Youth Care Centre, safe
care facility, children's home, secure care centre or correctional facility in
terms of court order.

(f} Reintegration of a learner into the schooling system following release
from foster care, temporary safe care, children's homes or secure care
facilities.

C. Accommeodation of Over-Aged Learners

17.9.5.

17.8.8.

17.8.7.

Where a learner reflocates during the academic year due to circumstances
beyond the control of the leamner or parent, the receiving public school must
facilitate placement in an appropriate grade or educational programme.

Placement must consider the learner's age, previous schooling and
educational needs to ensure continued access to education in accordance
with the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996,

A learner may not be denied placement solely on the basis of age where
relocation or other compelling circumstances require admission during the
academic year,
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D. Placement Where Schools Indicate They Are Full

17.8.8. Where a school indicates that it has reached its admission capacity, the
principal must immediately notify the relevant Circuit and District Office and
provide accurate information regarding classroom space, current
enrolment, and the approved admission capacity of the school,

17.8.9. In terms of the South African Schools Act B4 of 1996, the Head of
Department bears the witimate responsibility for ensuring that every
learner of compulsory school-going age has access to a public schoal,

17.9.10. A principal or School Governing Body may not refuse or delay the
admission of a learner where placement has been directed by the Head of
Department or a duly authorised official,

17.9.11. Where necessary, the Department may implement reasonable measures to
accommodate the leamer, including temporary placement, redistribution of
learners, or the utilisation of available classroom space.

17.9.12. Any dispute relating to learner placement or school capacity must be
referred to the Head of Department for resolution in accordance with
applicable legisiation and provincial admission procedures,

17.10. Leamners of Compulscry School-Going Age Who Remain Unplaced

17.10.1. Where a leamer of compulsory school-going age has not secured
placement in a public school, the parent or guardian must report the matter
to the relevant District Office of the Department of Education without delay.

17.10.2. In terms of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996, parents or guardians
must ensure that leamers of compulsory school-going age attend school,
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17.10.3.

17.10.4,

17.10.5.
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while the State must ensure that appropriate schooling opportunities are
available,

Upon receiving notification that a learner remains un placed, the Department
must take reasonable steps to identify an appropriate public school and
facilitate placement without undue delay.

Where necessary, the Head of Department or a duly authorised official may
direct a public school to admit the learner to ensure that the leamer's right to
basic education, as protected in the Constitution of the Republic of South
Alfrica, 1996, is realised.

Public schools must cooperate fully with placement directives issued by the
Department and may not take any action that unreasonably delays or
obstructs the placement of a learner.

17.11. GRADE PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT

A. ldentification and Admission of Learners

17.11.1.

17.11.2,

Learners of compulsory school-going age who have been kept at home
without being enroiled in a registered school, or who have aftended
unregistered independent schoals, including unregistered anline schools or
unregulated home education programmes, must be admitted to a public
ordinary school to ensure access o basic education as guaranteed in section
28(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Alfrica, 1996.

Upon identification of such a leamer. the Department must ensure that the
learner is placed at a public school and undergoes a Grade Placement
Assessment Test (GPAT) in order to determine the most appropriate grade
placement.
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17.11.3. The Grade Placement Assessment Test must be administered by officials
from the District Curriculum Sub-Directorate and must serve solely to
determine an appropriate grade placement, The assessment may not be
used as a condition for admission or as a basis to deny a leamer access to
schooling.

B. Conduct of the Grade Placement Assessment

17.11.4. The assessment must be conducted in a fair, supportive and age-appropriate
manner and may include oral or written activities suitable to the learer's
educational background.

17.11.5. Curriculumn officials conducting the assessment must focus on foundational
competencies in the following learning areas:
(a} Home Language, to assess reading, comprehension and communication
abilities;

(b) Basic Mathematics, to assess foundational numeracy and problem-
golving skills: and

(a) Elementary Matural Sciences concepts, to assess the learners basic
understanding of simple scientific ideas appropriate to the learner's
developmental level.

17.11.6. The purpose of assessing these leaming areas is to assist the Depariment
in determining the most appropriate grade placement and to support the
learner's successful integration into the schooling system.

17.11.7. In determining the appropriate grade placement, the Department must
consider the learmner's age, previous learning exposure and the age-grade
norms contained in paragraphs 27 and 28 of the Admission Regulations for
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Ordinary Public Schools, 1888, including the principle that a leamer should
generally not be more than two years elder than the norm age for the grade.

C. Timeframe for Assessment and Placement

17.11.8. The Grade Placement Assessment Test must be conducted immediately
once the learner has been identified,

17.11.8. The assessment and the provision of the placement recommendation must
be completed within seven (7) days from the date on which the learner was
identified,

17.11.10. Foliowing the assessment the District Cumriculum Sub-Directorate must
provide a written recommendation indicating the appropriate grade
placement for the learner.

17.11.11. The District Governance Sub-Directorate must ensure that the learner is
admitted and placed in the recommended grade in accordance with the
provisions of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1 9985,

17.11.12. Failure by officials to conduct the assessment within the prescribed
imeframe must be reported to the District Director for immediate
intervention.

D. Enforcement and Compliance

17.11.13. Where it is established that an individual or institution is operating an
unregistered independent school, the District Director or hisiher delegae
must take appropriate legal steps, including reporting the matter to the
South African Police Service, as operating an independent school without
registration constitutes an offence in terms of section 46(1) of the South
African Schools Act B4 of 1995,
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17.11.15.

17.11.16.
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Circuit Managers must monitor their circuits to ensure that no unregistered
independent schools or unregulated home education programmes operate
within their jurisdiction.

These measures are intended to protect learners from unlawful educational
practices and to ensure that all learmmers receive education that meets the
minimum standards prescribed by law

A learner must not remain out of school pending assessment or evaluation
by the Department

17.12. LEARNERS TRANSITIONING FROM REGISTERED HOME EDUCATION

17.12.3.

17.12.4,

Where a parent intends to withdraw a learner from registered home
education for enrolment in a public school, the parent must submit the
prescribed documentation to the Department, including proof of registration,
withdrawal confirmation from the relevant provincial department, and records
of the learner's previous assessments

The application must include the following documents:
(a) proof of the leamer's registration for home education, including the
official registration number;

(b) written confirmation of withdrawal from home education issued by the
relevant Provincial Education Depariment;

(c) the certificate of registration issued by the Provincial Education
Department;

(d) the learner's portfolio of evidence reflecting the learning activities
completed; and
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(e} certified copies of annual assessment reports for each grade
completed under home educalion, including an external assessment
report prepared by a competent assessor where applicable.

17.12.5. To facilitate proper evaluation and placement, the Disfrict Director must
establish an Education Evaluation Team (EET) consisting of officials from:
(a) Curriculum Adviscry Services;

{b) Inclusive Education;

{g) Institutional Governance; and

(d) the Circuit Manager responsible for the affected school.

17.12.6. The Education Evaluation Team must be co-chaired by the District Chief
Education Specialists responsible for Currculum and Institutional
Governance. Officials from Inclusive Education must provide secretarial
support to the team.

17.12.7. The EET must evaluate the submitted documentation, consider the leamer's
prior learning evidence and, where necessary, request a Grade Placement
Assessment in order to determine the most appropriate grade placement.

17.42 8. All recommendations of the EET must be submitted to the District Direclor
for approval.

17.12.9. The District Director must communicate the approved decision in writing to
the parent or guardian, clearly indicating the grade placement of the learner.

LIMPOPO DEPARTHENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARNER ADNESSIONS IN PUBLEC SCHOOLS
—————————————

Car 113 Biccard & 24 Excelsior Sireet, POLOKWANE. 0700, Private Bag X 8453, Polokwane, 0700 Institullonal Govermance and
Leamer Suppart Sub-diractorat Tel: 115 200 9420 1 015 250 7601

Page 47 of 58 | INITIAL:



Confidential Information - This k for official consumpton

17.12.10.  The communication must also inform the parent or guardian of the right
to appeal to the Head of Department should they be dissatisfied with the
decision taken.

17.12.11.  The purpose of the EET process is to ensure that learners transitioning
from home education are placed in a grade appropriate to their age, prior
learning and educational development, while safeguarding their right to
continued access to education.

17.13. ADMISSION AND MANAGEMENT OF LEARNERS FROM SECURE CARE
CENTRES AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

17.13.3. Learners placed in secure care centres or correctional facilities retain the
right to basic education as provided for in section 29(1)(a) of the Constitution
of the Republic of South Africa, 1986, The Department must take reasonable
measures to ensure that these learners continue to receive education.

17.12.4. Where learmers are unable to attend a public school cutside the facility due
to court orders or security conditions, the Department must ensure that such
learners are academically linked to the nearest appropriate public school.

17.13.5. The public school to which the learner is linked remains responsible for the
administration, marking and recording of formal academic assessment
tasks in accordance with national curriculum and assessment policies.

17.13.6. The principal of the identified school must cooperate with officials of the
secure Care Centre or Correcltional Facility to facilitate the learner's
educational programme and ensure that assessment requirements are
properly implementad.

17.13.7. These arrangements apply primarily to leamers of compulsory school-
going age as contempiated in section 3 of the South African Schools Act
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(Act No B4 of 1996 as Amended), as well as learners who were enrolled in
public schools prior to their placement in secure care or correclional facilities.

17.13.8. Leamners who remain in Secure Care or Correctional Facilities may continue
to receive educational support through the linked public schaol until the age
of twenty-one (21) years, where circumstances justify continued participation
in the schooling programme.

17.13.9. District Directors and Circuit Managers must ensure that learners placed in
secure environments receive adequate academic support and that
coordination between the Department and the relevant facilities is
maintained.

17.13.10.  Where a learner is relocated due to circumstances beyond their control
and has not completed all formal assessment tasks for a term, the
receiving school must evaluate the learner based on the completed
assessment evidence available. in accordance with applicable
assessment policies,

17.13.11.  These measures are intended fo protect the educational rights and
welfare of learners in state care and to ensure that no learner is deprived
of access to education due to placement in a secure environment.

18.  MANAGEMENT OF CONSENT FORMS DURING LEARN ER ADMISSION
18.4. SUBMISSION OF CONSENT FORM
18.4.3. The principal must ensure that every learner admission application submitted

to the school is accompanied by a duly completed Parental Consent Form
(Annexure C) signed by the parent or legal guardian,
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18.4 4, The consent form forms part of the official learner admission documentation
and must be submitted together with the admission application to enable the
school to lawfully administer learner information and related educational
activities.

18.4.5. Schools may not process learner admission documentation that is incomplete
or not accompanied by the required consent form, except where reasonable
arrangements are made to allow parents or guardians to submit the consent

form wathin a specified timeframe.
18.5. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PRINCIPAL

18.5.3. The principal, as the professional manager of the school in terms of South
African Schools Act 84 of 1996, must ensure that the consent form is properly
issued, explained where necessary, and collected during the learner
admission process,

18.5.4. In accordance with section 16A of the South African Schools Act (Act No B4
of 1996 as Amended), the principal must ensure that proper administrative
systems are in place for the management, safekeeping, and control of all
learner admission records, including signed consent forms.

18.6. GOVERNANCE AND RECORD MANAGEMENT

18.6.3. The School Governing Body must support the proper management of learner
records as part of its governance responsibiliies in terms of section 20(1)(g)
of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), which
requires the governing body to administer and maintain school records and

property.
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18.6.4. The principal must ensyure that all signed consent forms are securely filed
as part of the learner’s official admission records and are accessible only to
authorised officials for administrative or oversight purposes.

18.6.5. No learner may be excluded from admission solely on the basis that the
consent form is outstanding, provided that the parent or guardian undertakes
to submit the form within a reasonabie period,

18.7. COMPLIANCE WITH DATA PROTECTION LEGIS LATION

18.7.3. Schools must ensure that the handling, storage, and use of personal
information obtained through the consent form complies with the requirements
of the Protection of Personal Information Act (PP1A) (Act No 4 of 2013 as
Amended).

18.8. AVAILABILITY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE AND OVERSIGHT PURPOSES

18.8.2. Consent forms must be kept as part of the learner admission records and must
be made available for verification by authorised officials of the Limpopo
Department of Education when required for monitoring, compliance, or
administrative purposes.

19.  PROCESS AND PROC EDURE TO HANDLE GRIEVANCE

19.4. Where a learmner's admission application is unsuccessful, the school must
provide the parent or guardian with written reasons for the decision and the
contact details of the relevant Circuit Manager to enable the parent or
guardian to lodge a complaint or grievance.

18.5. A complaint or grievance submitted to the Circuit Office must be acknowledged
and addressed within fourteen (14) working days from the date of receipt.
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must maintain a complaint of grievance register
grievances received, the date of submission, the

1a.6 Circuit and District Offices

recording all complaints of
nature of the complaint, and the outcome of the complaint or matter.

49.7. If the complaint or grievance is not resolved at Circuit level, the parlent or
guardian may escalate the matter 1o the District Director. The District Director
must consider the complaint o grievance and provide a written outcome or
response within fourteen (14) working days.

10.8. Wnere the parent or guardian remains dissatisfied with tne decision of the
District Director, the matter may be referred to the Head of Department (HoD)
through the Institutional Governance Directorate for review and consider a
complain and make a decision or a determination.

]
19.9. Parents or guardians are encouraged, while the gﬁeuanne ﬁ!ﬂﬂéﬁg |§
underway. to continue seeking placement for the learner at other schools within
the area in order to minimise disruption to the learmner's schooling.

19.10. Parents or guardians submitting a grievance must provide full personal
details, including contact details including both residential and work

addresses. to facilitate communication and the effective resolution of the
matter.

20. APPEAL TO THE MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (MEC)

S04 : :
0.4. A parent or guardian who is dissatisfied with a decision of the Head of
0 : .
epartment (HoD) regarding the admission of a learner may lodge a formal

appeal with the Member of the Executive C i
ouncil (MEC ;
Education, (MEC) responsible for

205+ Thi itted i
This appeal must be submitted in writing within a reasonable pericd (14 days)

after the decision of the H
ead of Department has been '
Communica
parent or guardian, ARk

Leamier Supge ' Bag X 9489, Polakwana, .
(Bnr T ﬂfﬁmwmﬁm,g?h"mw’"" Gevarnance and
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The MEC must consider the appeal and make a determination within 14 days
of receipt in accordance with section 5(9) of the South African Schools Act B4
of 1996, which empowers the MEC to hear and decide appeals relating lo
learner admission.

In considering the appeal, the MEC must ensure that the decision is lawful,
reasonable, and procedurally fair, as required by section 33 of the
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 and the provisions of the
Promotion of Administrative Justice Act (Act No 3 of 2000 as Amended).

The MEC may confirm, vary, or set aside the decision of the Head of
Department and must communicate the outcome of the appeal to the parent
or guardian in writing.

The decision of the MEC constitutes the final administrative remedy within
the Provincial Education Department.

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

Any failure by a school principal, Circuit Manager, District official, or any other
authorised official to process or respond to a complaint or grievance within the
prescribed timeframes, or to comply with the procedures set out in this circular,
may constitute misconduct and may result in disciplinary action taken
against the affected official in terms of the applicable provisions of the South
African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), the Employment of
Educators Act (Act No 76 of 1998 as Amended), the Public Service Act {Act
No 103 of 1994 as Amended), and other relevant public service regulations.

Officials responsible for the administration of learner admissions must ensure
that all complaints or grievances are handied lawfully, reasonably, and
procedurally fairly in accordance with section 33 of the Constitution of the
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22.

22.4.

22.5.

22.6.

22.7.
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Republic of South Africa, (Act No 108 of 1996 as Amended) and the provisions
af the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act (Act No 3 of 2000 as Amended).

Any conduct that unlawfully delays, obstructs, or frustrates a learner's
access to education may be regarded as a violation of the learner's
constitutional right to basic education as guaranteed in section 29(1)(a) of the
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, (Act No 108 of 1996 as Amended)
and must be addressed through appropriate administrative or disciplinary

measures,

UTILISATION OF PUBLIC-SCHOOL FACILITIES TO ACCOMMODATE
UNPLACED LEARNERS

In erder to fulfil the constitutional obligation to ensure access fo basic education
as guaranteed in section 25(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 1996, and in accordance with section 12 of the South African Schools
Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), which places a duty on the Member of
the Executive Council (MEC) for Education to provide sufficient public schools

for learners,

The Depariment must ensure that available public education infrastructure is
utilised primarily for the accommodation of learners requiring access 10 basic
education in public facilities.

Where any portion of a public-scheol facility has been leased or occupied by a
private institution or independent school, such space may, where necessary,
be prioritised for the placement of compulsory school-going age learmers
who require admission to a public school,

In accordance with section 29(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, 1996, every learner has the right to basic education. The Department
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must therefore take reasonable measures 10 ensure that unplaced learners
are accommodated in available public educaticn spaces.

22 8. In executing the responsibility provided for in section 12 of the South African
sehools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended), the MEC may provide
additional schooling facilities where capacity is insufficient. Such provision
may include the establishment of additional classrooms in the form of
permanent brick-and-mortar struclures o the installation of mobile or
prefabricated classrooms.

22 9. District Directors and Circuit Managers must monitor the utilisation of public-
echool infrastructure within their jurisdictions and ensure that available space
is allocated in @ manner that prioritises the placement of unplaced learners.

22.10. Where a public school has leased part of its premises to a private entity, any
decision to utilise such space for the placement of leamers must be
undertaken in consultation with the school govemning bedy, as required by
section 16 of the South African Schools Act (Act No 84 of 1996 as Amended).

22 11. Before such space 15 repurposed for educational use by the Department, the
current occupant must be notified in writing in accordance with the applicable
lease agreement and relevant legal requirements. Reasonable notice must
be provided to ensure comphiance with contractual and administrative law
obligations.

22.12. The utilisation of public-school facilities must at all times serve the best
interests of leamers and promote equitable access to education in
accordance with the principles of the south African Schools Act (Act No 84 of

1996 as Amended) and the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, [Act
No 108 of 1996 as Amended).

23. OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR LEARNER ADMISSION

LIMPORC DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DIRECTIVES FOR 2027 LEARKER ADMISSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOCLS

Cor 113 Baccard & 24 Excolslor Straat, POLOKWANE. 1700, Private Bag %9439, Polokwans, 0700 Instibational Govemancs and
Snbgbrpctorate Tol: 015 200 9420 1 015 250 TB0

Tapalanment s

| Page 54:!



Confidential Infarmation - This Is far afficial tonswmption

Deputy Chief | 0152900382/ | Polokwane
Dr Mmako TE _
Education Specialist | 0825505563 l 0700
Deputy Chief | 015 29059382/ ,
Mr Setlhako MI
Education Specialist | 0795117545 |
De Chief | 015 200-9382
Mr Ngobeni SC Py o
Education Specialist |

24,

24.4,

24.5,

24.6.

247,

248

24.9,

CONCLUSION

It is essential that we work collaboratively to ensure that “No Child is Left
Behind” by administration of learner admissions process, particularly in
hotspots (e.g. urban areas) where space is limited,

We call upon all stakeholders to contribute positively towards the
transformation of our communities. The non-admission of a learner should not
be interpreted through a racial lens.

In cases where an application is unsuccessful, the school will inform the
applicant and provide the written reasons for non-admission.

We urge all affected parents and guardians to respond promptly and to adhere
0 the prescribed timelines for learner registration. This will help schools to
plan effectively ahead of time and prepare for effective teaching and leaming
before the reopening of schools in Jan uary 2027,

School principals are required to ensure that the information contained in this
Circular No 104 of 20208 and the 2026 Provincial Learner Admission
Management Plan is disseminated to all parents, legal guardians, and
caregivers of school-going age children.

The Limpopo Department of Education will closely moniter the admission
pracess to minimise instances of unfair discrimination and exclusion.
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24.3. In cases where an application is unsuccessful, the schaol will inform the
applicant and provide the written reasons for non-admission.

24.4. We urge all affected parents and guardians to respond promptly and to adhere
to the prescribed timelines for learner registration. This will help schools to
plan effectively ahead of time and prepare for effective teaching and learning
before the recpening of schoals in January 2027

24.5, School principals are required to ensure that the information contained in this
Circular No 104 of 20206 and the 2026 Provincial Learner Admission
Management Plan is disseminated to all parents, legal guardians, and
caregivers of school-going age children.

24.6. The Limpopo Department of Education will closely monitor the admission
process to minimise instances of unfair discrimination and exclusion.

24.7. We strongly encourage all parents to register their children for school admission
in accordance with the outlined procedures, in order to prevent unnecessary
tensions and conflicts.

24.8 The Provincial Management Plan for 2027 Academic Year Learner
Admissions is attached hereta.

DDG: IGCS
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